
the 
fight for
LGBT equality.

The American Civil Liberties Union of Tennessee (ACLU-TN) is a private non-
profit, non-partisan membership organization dedicated to protecting and promot-
ing the guarantees of the Bill of Rights. We focus on a range of Constitutional  
issues, including freedom of speech and expression, privacy, LGBT rights, police
brutality, racial justice, discrimination, reproductive freedom and religious 
freedom.  

ACLU-TN is very proud of its extensive advocacy on behalf of the LGBT
community. Across the state, ACLU-TN seeks to secure equality, fair treatment, 
privacy and freedom of association and expression for the LGBT community.

ACLU-TN, joined by the National ACLU LGBT and AIDS Project, which was 
founded in 1986, is committed to eliminating barriers facing LGBT individuals in 
creating family relationships and supportive school settings, serving in the 
military, and working in the public and private sector. ACLU-TN enjoys the 
resources and expertise of the National ACLU Project. 

what is the ACLU?get in touch, 
learn more & support 

ACLU-TN! To donate: www.aclu-tn.org/give.htm

Learn about ACLU-TN: www.aclu-tn.org 

Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/aclu-tn

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ACLUTN

ACLU of Tennessee
P.O. Box 120160

Nashville, TN  37212
(615) 320-7142



fighting for your rights for over 25 years

we fight, we win
- When a Tennessee Court of Appeals ruled that a gay dad could not “expose” his son to 
a “gay lifestyle,” ACLU-TN successfully intervened and the Court ruled sexual orientation 
should not be a factor in determining custody.

- When Knox County and Metro Nashville public school systems blocked access to infor-
mational and political LGBT websites on school computers but allowed access to anti-gay 
websites, ACLU-TN successfully challenged the viewpoint discrimination and the filtering 
software was removed from the computers.

- When a lesbian mother in Gibson County was prevented from having her partner of nine 
years reside in their home under an antiquated “paramour clause,” ACLU-TN successfully 
defended the mother’s right to maintain her home “in the best interest of the child.”

- When a gay high school student in Robertson County was punished for wearing a pro-gay 
t-shirt, ACLU-TN successfully protected his freedom of speech.

aclu-tn…
LOBBIES the TN General 
Assembly, Congress, school boards 
and local government for LGBT 
equality.

RAISES AWARENESS for 
LGBT issues through public 
awareness campaigns and events.

FIGHTS FOR YOU in the 
courts to root out discrimination. 

1982

Successfully 
represented University 
of Tennessee students 

forming a LGBT 
campus organization

1990

Filed friend-of-court 
brief in successful 

lawsuit challenging 
Tennessee’s 

“Homosexual Act 
Statute”

1997

Successfully began 
lobbying campaign to 

defeat efforts to ban gay 
and lesbian adoption and 

foster parenting 

2000

Initiated state-wide 
campaign and successfully 

lobbied to add sexual 
orientation as a protected 

class in enhancement 
penalty statute

2003

Successfully lobbied 
against efforts to ban 

civil unions and domestic 
partnerships in Tennessee

2004-2010

Successfully intervened 
in several cases to ensure 
that LGBT parents have 

visitation and custody 
rights with their children

2007

Strategized with high school 
students to secure a non-

discrimination policy in Nashville 
Public Schools that includes sexual 

orientation and gender identity 

2009-2011

Filed a procedural lawsuit challenging 
a proposed amendment to the TN 

Constitution that would ban same-sex 
couples from marrying in Tennessee and 
the recognition of marriages from other 

states

2010

Intervened on behalf of 
students at Oak Ridge High 
School who were denied the 
right to form a gay-straight 

alliance club

Successfully lobbied for passage of 
the non-discrimination ordinance in 
Nashville which protects employees 

of Metro contractors from being 
discriminated against based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity

2005-2006


