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. The Tennessee Department of Correction (TDOC) has been unable
to obtain intravenous access to administer lethal injection to Mr.
Carruthers.

. Repeated attempts to obtain access at alternate IV sites has been
unsuccessful.

. The 2025 Tennessee Execution Protocol provides that if the
executioners are unable to obtain peripheral venous access, the
physician is charged with establishing a central line.

. On information and belief, TDOC’s contracted physician is not
qualified to establish a central line.

. Pursuant to the Eighth Amendment and the Tennessee
Constitution continuous attempts to obtain venous access
constitute cruel and unusual punishment.

. Attempting to obtain venous access through a central line placed
by an unqualified physician creates a grievous risk of suffering in
violation of the Eighth Amendment and the Tennessee
Constitution.

. Mr. Carruthers respectfully prays that this Court will stay Mr.
Carruthers’s execution.

Respectfully submitted this the 21st day of May, 2026.

Amy D. Harwell, BPR #18691
First Assistant Federal Public
Defender
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