
Rutherford County
2026 Elections:  
Candidate Questionnaire

Murfreesboro
City Council

Overview
In Rutherford County, county commissioners and city council members appoint the library board members 
and board chair of the Rutherford County Library Board – who make library system budget recommendations, 
set library policies, make the decisions about which books can be removed and restricted from libraries, and 
can hire and fire the library system director.

The ACLU of Tennessee sent a questionnaire on book bans to all Murfreesboro city council candidates who 
had email addresses publicly available. Our goal is to promote voter education and voter participation. The 
ACLU does not endorse or oppose candidates, but we do want to give you the information you need to make 
informed decisions. Information below is from the candidate questionnaire we distributed to all candidates, 
unless otherwise noted. If a candidate did not complete the questionnaire, the ACLU of Tennessee attempted 
to find any relevant votes the candidate may have taken, or other publicly available information related to the 
questions at issue.

Candidate answers are presented here exactly as they were submitted to ACLU of Tennessee, without any 
editing.

This page is funded by the ACLU of Tennessee, a 501(c)(4) organization.



Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from public 
libraries?

Voted in May 2023 against Ordinance 23-O-22, a Murfreesboro ordinance 
which was used to ban LGBTQ+ books from Murfreesboro public libraries. 
Ms. Averwater was not present and thus did not vote at the second and final 
reading of this ordinance in June 2023. [Source (the following links take you 
to external websites): May 23, 2023 City Council Meeting Minutes; June 15, 
2023 Murfreesboro City Council Meeting Minutes; Wisconsin-based PAC 
sends mailers attacking Murfreesboro councilmembers ahead of election]

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
public libraries?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question. 

Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from school 
libraries?

Voted in May 2023 against Ordinance 23-O-22, a Murfreesboro ordinance 
used to remove an LGBTQ+ book from Rutherford County schools.  Ms. 
Averwater was not present and thus did not vote at the second and final 
reading of this ordinance in June 2023. [Source (the following links take you 
to external websites): May 23, 2023 City Council Meeting Minutes; June 15, 
2023 Murfreesboro City Council Meeting Minutes; Wisconsin-based PAC 
sends mailers attacking Murfreesboro councilmembers ahead of election; 
Rutherford County Schools Removed Library Materials list]

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
school libraries? 

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you believe that removing books with LGBTQ+ and/or racial 
identity themes from public and/or school libraries would make 

JAMI AVERWATER

Murfreesboro City Council 
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students of color or LGBTQ+ students (or students with LGBTQ+ family) 
feel unwelcome or marginalized?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford Co. Library Board 
who support reinstatement of books removed from the Rutherford Co. 
Library System on the basis of their LGBTQ+ & racial identity themes?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford County Library 
Board who support reinstating American Library Association Code of 
Ethics language to library policies?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Are there any other thoughts you would like to share about the state of 
book bans in public schools and libraries in Rutherford County?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.



Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from public 
libraries?

Voted in May and June 2023 in favor of Ordinance 23-O-22, a Murfreesboro 
ordinance used to ban LGBTQ+ books from Murfreesboro public libraries. 
[Source (the following links take you to external websites): May 23, 2023 
City Council Meeting Minutes; June 15, 2023 Murfreesboro City Council 
Meeting Minutes]

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
public libraries?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from school 
libraries?

Voted in May and June 2023 in favor of Ordinance 23-O-22, a Murfreesboro 
ordinance used to ban an LGBTQ+ book from Rutherford County school 
libraries. [Source (the following links take you to external websites): May 23, 
2023 City Council Meeting Minutes; June 15, 2023 Murfreesboro City 
Council Meeting Minutes; Rutherford County Schools Removed Library 
Materials list]

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
school libraries? 

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you believe that removing books with LGBTQ+ and/or racial 
identity themes from public and/or school libraries would make 
students of color or LGBTQ+ students (or students with LGBTQ+ family) 
feel unwelcome or marginalized?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.
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Murfreesboro City Council 
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Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford Co. Library Board 
who support reinstatement of books removed from the Rutherford Co. 
Library System on the basis of their LGBTQ+ & racial identity themes?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford County Library 
Board who support reinstating American Library Association Code of 
Ethics language to library policies?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Are there any other thoughts you would like to share about the state of 
book bans in public schools and libraries in Rutherford County?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.



Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from public 
libraries?

 Voted in May and June 2023 in favor of Ordinance 23-O-22, a Murfreesboro 
ordinance used ban LGBTQ+ books from Murfreesboro public libraries. 
[Source (the following links take you to external websites): May 23, 2023 
City Council Meeting Minutes; June 15, 2023 Murfreesboro City Council 
Meeting Minutes]

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
public libraries?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from school 
libraries?

 Voted in May and June 2023 in favor of Ordinance 23-O-22, a Murfreesboro 
ordinance used to ban an LGBTQ+ book from Rutherford County school 
libraries. [Source (the following links take you to external websites): May 23, 
2023 City Council Meeting Minutes; June 15, 2023 Murfreesboro City 
Council Meeting Minutes; Rutherford County Schools Removed Library 
Materials list]

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
school libraries? 

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you believe that removing books with LGBTQ+ and/or racial 
identity themes from public and/or school libraries would make 
students of color or LGBTQ+ students (or students with LGBTQ+ family) 
feel unwelcome or marginalized?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

MADELYN SCALES 
HARRIS

Murfreesboro City Council 
Candidate
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Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford Co. Library Board 
who support reinstatement of books removed from the Rutherford Co. 
Library System on the basis of their LGBTQ+ & racial identity themes?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford County Library 
Board who support reinstating American Library Association Code of 
Ethics language to library policies?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Are there any other thoughts you would like to share about the state of 
book bans in public schools and libraries in Rutherford County?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.



Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from public 
libraries?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
public libraries?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from school 
libraries?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
school libraries? 

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Do you believe that removing books with LGBTQ+ and/or racial 
identity themes from public and/or school libraries would make 
students of color or LGBTQ+ students (or students with LGBTQ+ family) 
feel unwelcome or marginalized?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford Co. Library Board 
who support reinstatement of books removed from the Rutherford Co. 
Library System on the basis of their LGBTQ+ & racial identity themes?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

JACOB MORPHIS 

Murfreesboro City Council 
Candidate



Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford County Library 
Board who support reinstating American Library Association Code of 
Ethics language to library policies?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.

Are there any other thoughts you would like to share about the state of 
book bans in public schools and libraries in Rutherford County?

Unknown. Did not respond to the question.



Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from public 
libraries?

No

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
public libraries?

No

Do you support the removal of books with LGBTQ+ themes from school 
libraries?

No

Do you support the removal of books with racial identity themes from 
school libraries? 

No

Do you believe that removing books with LGBTQ+ and/or racial 
identity themes from public and/or school libraries would make 
students of color or LGBTQ+ students (or students with LGBTQ+ family) 
feel unwelcome or marginalized?

Yes

Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford Co. Library Board 
who support reinstatement of books removed from the Rutherford Co. 
Library System on the basis of their LGBTQ+ & racial identity themes?

Yes

Would you appoint representatives to the Rutherford County Library 
Board who support reinstating American Library Association Code of 
Ethics language to library policies?

JEFFREY WOODEN

Murfreesboro City Council 
Candidate



Yes

Are there any other thoughts you would like to share about the state of 
book bans in public schools and libraries in Rutherford County?

We have a constitution and 1st amendment rights. They should not be 
trampled upon simply because one person thinks that their personal ultra 
conservative religious belie should be forced on others.

People and especially parents should be the sole decision makers as to what 
children are ultimately exposed to.

Public officials have a responsibility t
they personally deem worthy.


