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THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 
 

                  We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more per-
fect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Con-
stitution for the United States of America.  
 

Article I. 
 
Section 1.  All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con-
gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives.  
Section. 2.  [1] The House of Representatives shall be composed of Mem-
bers chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and 
the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Elec-
tors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.  
              [2] No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have at-
tained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of 
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of 
that State in which he shall be chosen.  
              [Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among 
the several States which may be included within this Union, according to 
their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a 
Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other 
Persons.] (Note: changed by section 2 of the Fourteenth Amendment.) The 
actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meet-
ing of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent 
Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number 
of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but 
each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enu-
meration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to 
chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Planta-
tions one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania 
eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South 
Carolina five, and Georgia three.  
              When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, 
the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Va-
cancies.  
              The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other 
Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.  
Section 3.   [1] The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
Senators from each State, [chosen by the Legislature thereof,] (Note: 
changed by the Seventeenth Amendment) for six Years; and each Senator 
shall have one Vote.  
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               [2] Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of 
the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three 
Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the 
Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the 
fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so 
that one third may be chosen every second Year; [and if Vacancies happen 
by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any 
State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the 
next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.] 
(Note: changed by the Seventeenth Amendment)  
               [3] No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to 
the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which 
he shall be chosen.  
               [4] The Vice President of the United States shall be President of 
the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.  
               [5] The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a Presi-
dent pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall 
exercise the Office of President of the United States.  
               [6] The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. 
When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When 
the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: 
And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of 
the Members present.  
                   [7] Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further 
than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Of-
fice of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party con-
victed shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judg-
ment and Punishment, according to Law.  
Section 4.  [1] The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for 
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the 
Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or al-
ter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators.  
               [2] The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and 
such Meeting shall be [on the first Monday in December,] (Note: changed 
by section 2 of the Twentieth Amendment) unless they shall by Law ap-
point a different Day.  
Section 5.   Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 
Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute 
a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to 
day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Mem-
bers, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may pro-
vide.  
               Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish 
its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two 
thirds, expel a Member.  
               Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time 
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to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment 
require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House 
on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be en-
tered on the Journal.  
              Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the 
Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other 
Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.  
Section 6.  [1] The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compen-
sation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Fel-
ony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Atten-
dance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and re-
turning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they 
shall not be questioned in any other Place.  
              No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he 
was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the 
United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof 
shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding any 
Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during 
his Continuance in Office.  
Section 7.   All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Rep-
resentatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as 
on other Bills.  
              Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the Presi-
dent of the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall 
return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have origi-
nated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and pro-
ceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that 
House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objec-
tions, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if 
approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all 
such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and 
Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be 
entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be 
returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall 
have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if 
he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Re-
turn, in which Case it shall not be a Law.  
              Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a 
question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United 
States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, 
or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations pre-
scribed in the Case of a Bill.  
Section 8.   The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Du-
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ties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common 
Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts 
and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;  
              To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;  
              To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the sev-
eral States, and with the Indian Tribes;  
              To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws 
on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;  
              To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, 
and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;  
              To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and 
current Coin of the United States;  
              To establish Post Offices and post Roads;  
              To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing 
for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their re-
spective Writings and Discoveries;  
              To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;  
              To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high 
Seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations;  
              To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make 
Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;  
              To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to 
that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;  
              To provide and maintain a Navy;  
              To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land 
and naval Forces;  
              To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the 
Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;  
              To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and 
for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the 
United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the 
Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline 
prescribed by Congress;  
                  To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over 
such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of par-
ticular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the 
Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all 
Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which 
the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-
Yards, and other needful Buildings;--And  
              To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department 
or Officer thereof.  
Section 9.   The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the 
States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by 
the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but 
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a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dol-
lars for each Person.  
              The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be sus-
pended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety 
may require it.  
              No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.  
              No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Propor-
tion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 
(Note: see the Sixteenth Amendment)  
              No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.  
              No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or 
Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels 
bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in 
another.  
              No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence 
of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of 
the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from 
time to time.  
              No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no 
Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the 
Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Ti-
tle, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.  
Section 10.  No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confedera-
tion; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; 
make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; 
pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obliga-
tion of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.  
              No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Im-
posts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely nec-
essary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties 
and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use 
of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to 
the Revision and Controul of the Congress.  
              No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of 
Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any 
Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or en-
gage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will 
not admit of delay.  
 

Article II. 
 
Section 1.   The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the 
United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four 
Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be 
elected, as follows: 
              Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature 
thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of 
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Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the 
Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of 
Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.  
              [The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by 
Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of 
the same State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Per-
sons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the 
United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of 
the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The 
Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such 
Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if 
there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Num-
ber of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse 
by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then 
from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse 
the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by 
States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for 
this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the 
States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In 
every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the great-
est Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if 
there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall 
chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.] (Note: changed by the 
Twelfth Amendment)  
              The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, 
and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the 
same throughout the United States.  
              No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United 
States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to 
the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office 
who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been four-
teen Years a Resident within the United States.  
                  [In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his 
Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the 
said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Con-
gress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or 
Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer 
shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the 
Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.] (Note: changed by 
the Twenty-Fifth Amendment) 
              The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a 
Compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the 
Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive 
within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of 
them.  
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              Before he enters on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the 
following Oath or Affirmation:--"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to 
the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the 
United States."  
Section 2.   The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when 
called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the 
Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Depart-
ments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, 
and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses 
against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.  
              He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 
Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present con-
cur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the 
Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, 
Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, 
whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which 
shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Ap-
pointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President 
alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.  
              The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may 
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which 
shall expire at the End of their next Session.  
Section 3.   He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of 
the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Meas-
ures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary 
Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Dis-
agreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he 
may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive 
Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws 
be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United 
States.  
Section 4.   The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the 
United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and 
Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.  
 

Article III.  
 
Section 1.  The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one 
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time 
to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior 
Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated 
Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be di-
minished during their Continuance in Office.  
Section 2.   The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, 
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arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;--to all Cases affect-
ing Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;--to all Cases of ad-
miralty and maritime Jurisdiction;--to Controversies to which the United 
States shall be a Party;--to Controversies between two or more States;--
[between a State and Citizens of another State;--] (Note: changed by the 
Eleventh Amendment) between Citizens of different States, --between Citi-
zens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, 
[and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens 
or Subjects.] (Note: changed by the Eleventh Amendment) 
               In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court 
shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, 
the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and 
Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress 
shall make.  
               The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be 
by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes 
shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the 
Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have 
directed.  
Section 3.   Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying 
War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and 
Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony 
of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.  
               The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of 
Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or 
Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted.  
 

Article IV.  
 
Section 1.   Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public 
Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State; And the Con-
gress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Re-
cords and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.  
Section 2.   The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges 
and Immunities of Citizens in the several States.  
               A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other 
Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on 
Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be de-
livered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.  
               [No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regu-
lation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be de-
livered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be 
due.] (Note: changed by the Thirteenth Amendment)  
Section 3.   New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; 
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but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any 
other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more 
States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the 
States concerned as well as of the Congress.  The Congress shall have 
Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respect-
ing the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and 
nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any 
Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.  
Section 4.   The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union 
a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them 
against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive 
(when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.  
 

Article V.  
 
               The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it 
necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Ap-
plication of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a 
Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be 
valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified 
by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conven-
tions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification 
may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which 
may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight 
shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section 
of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be de-
prived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.  

 
Article VI.  

 
               All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the 
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States 
under this Constitution, as under the Confederation.  
               This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall 
be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law 
of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any 
Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwith-
standing.  
               The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the 
Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial 
Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be 
bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious 
Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust 
under the United States.  
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Article VII.  
 
              The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be suffi-
cient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so rati-
fying the Same.  
              Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States pre-
sent the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the Twelfth In Witness whereof We have here-
unto subscribed our Names,  
 

George Washington—President 
                                          and deputy from Virginia  

 
New Hampshire                                                          Delaware 
     John Langdon                                                               Geo: Read 
     Nicholas Gilman                                                           Gunning Bedford 
                                                                                                    jun 
                                                                                          John Dickinson 
Massachusetts                                                                 Richard Basset 
     Nathaniel Gorham                                                      Jaco: Broom 
     Rufus King 
Connecticut                                                                 Maryland 
     Wm. Saml. Johnson                                                    James McHenry 
     Roger Sherman                                                            Dan of St. Thos. 
                                                                                                    Jenifer 
New York                                                                            Danl Carroll 
     Alexander Hamilton     
                                                                                     Virginia 
New Jersey                                                                       John Blair— 
     Wil: Livingston                                                             James Madison Jr. 
     David Brearley 
     Wm. Paterson                                                        North Carolina 
     Jona: Dayton                                                                Wm. Blount 
                                                                                          Richd. Dobbs  
                                                                                                    Spaight 
Pennsylvania                                                                    Hu Williamson 
     B. Franklin 
     Thomas Mifflin                                                       South Carolina 
     Robt Morris                                                                  J. Rutledge 
     Geo. Clymer                                                                 Charles C. Pinckney 
     Thos. FitzSimons                                                         Charles Pinckney 
     Jared Ingersoll                                                             Pierce Butler   
     James Wilson                
     Gouv Morris                                                            Georgia 
                                                                                          William Few 
                                                                                          Abr Baldwin 
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Amendments to the  
Constitution of the  

United States of America 
 

Amendment I. 
The first ten Amendments (the Bill of Rights) were ratified December 15, 
1791. 
              Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of relig-
ion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 
 
Amendment II. 
              A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be in-
fringed. 
 
Amendment III. 
              No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, with-
out the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be 
prescribed by law. 
 
Amendment IV. 
              The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, pa-
pers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not 
be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, sup-
ported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 
 
Amendment V. 
              No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infa-
mous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, ex-
cept in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in 
actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be sub-
ject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb, nor 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, 
nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 
 
Amendment VI. 
              In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; 
to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to  
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have the assistance of counsel for his defence. 
 
Amendment VII. 
               In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall ex-
ceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact 
tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United 
States, than according to the rules of the common law. 
 
Amendment VIII. 
               Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, 
nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 
 
Amendment IX. 
               The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 
 
Amendment X. 
               The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitu-
tion, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respec-
tively, or to the people. 
 
Amendment XI. 
The Eleventh Amendment was ratified February 7, 1795. 
               The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one 
of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects 
of any Foreign State. 
 
Amendment XII.  
The Twelfth Amendment was ratified June 15, 1804. 
               The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by bal-
lot for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their bal-
lots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person 
voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all per-
sons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, 
and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, 
and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the United States, 
directed to the President of the Senate; -- The President of the Senate 
shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open 
all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted; -- The person hav-
ing the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if 
such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; 
and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the 
highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as 
President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by bal-
lot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken 

14 



by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum 
for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of 
the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. 
[And of the House of Representatives shall not choose a President when-
ever the right choice shall evolve upon them, before the fourth day of 
March next following, then the Vice President shall act as President, as in 
the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President—] 
Note: superseded by section 3 of the Twentieth Amendment.) The person 
having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-
President, is such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors 
appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest 
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum 
for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Sena-
tors, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. 
But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be 
eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.  
 
Amendment XIII. 
The Thirteenth Amendment was ratified December 6, 1865. 
               Section 1.  Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdic-
tion.  
               Section 2.  Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.  
 
Amendment XIV 
The Fourteenth Amendment was ratified July 9, 1868. 
               Section 1.  All persons born or naturalized in the United States 
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States 
and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its ju-
risdiction the equal protection of the laws.  
               Section 2.  Representatives shall be apportioned among the sev-
eral States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole 
number of persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when 
the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President 
and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the 
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legisla-
ture thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being 
twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way 
abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of 
representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the num-
ber of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens 
twenty-one years of age in such State.  
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               Section 3.  No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Con-
gress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or 
military, under the United States, or under any state, who, having previ-
ously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the 
United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive 
or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United 
States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, 
or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a 
vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.  
               Section 4.  The validity of the public debt of the United States, au-
thorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and 
bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be 
questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or 
pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any 
slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and 
void.  
               Section 5.  The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropri-
ate legislation, the provisions of this article. 
 
Amendment XV. 
The Fifteenth Amendment was ratified February 3, 1870. 
               Section 1.  The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account 
of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.  
               Section 2.  The Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation. 
 
Amendment XVI. 
The Sixteenth Amendment was ratified February 3, 1913. 
               The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on in-
comes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the 
several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration. 
 
Amendment XVII. 
The Seventeenth Amendment was ratified April 8, 1913. 
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from 
each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator 
shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifica-
tions requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State legis-
latures.  
               When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the 
Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election 
to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may em-
power the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the 
people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.  
               This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the elec-
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tion or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the 
Constitution.  
 
Amendment XVIII. 
The Eighteenth Amendment was ratified January 16, 1919. It was re-
pealed by the Twenty-First Amendment, December 5, 1933. 
              [Section 1.  After one year from the ratification of this article the 
manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the im-
portation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States 
and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is 
hereby prohibited.  
              Section 2.  The Congress and the several states shall have concur-
rent power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  
              Section 3.  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of 
the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from 
the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.] 
 
Amendment XIX. 
The Nineteenth Amendment was ratified August 18, 1920. 
              The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be de-
nied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.  
              Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.  
 
Amendment XX. 
The Twentieth Amendment was ratified January 23, 1933. 
              Section 1.  The terms of the President and Vice President shall 
end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and 
Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the years in which 
such terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the 
terms of their successors shall then begin.  
              Section 2.  The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, 
unless they shall by law appoint a different day.  
              Section 3.  If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the 
President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect 
shall become President. If a President shall not have been chosen before 
the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall 
have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President 
until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law pro-
vide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President 
elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the 
manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall 
act accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified.  
              Section 4.  The Congress may by law provide for the case of the 
death of any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may 
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choose a President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon 
them and for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the 
Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall 
have devolved upon them.  
              Section 5.  Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of 
October following the ratification of this article.  
              Section 6.  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of 
three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its 
submission. 
 
Amendment XXI. 
The Twenty-First Amendment was ratified December 5, 1933. 
              Section 1.  The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States is hereby repealed.  
              Section 2.  The transportation or importation into any State, Terri-
tory, or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxi-
cating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.  
              Section 3.  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the 
several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the 
date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.  
 
Amendment XXII. 
The Twenty-Second Amendment was ratified February 27, 1951. 
              Section 1.  No person shall be elected to the office of the Presi-
dent more than twice, and no person who has held the office of President, 
or acted as President, for more than two years of a term to which some 
other person was elected President shall be elected to the office of the 
President more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person 
holding the office of President when this Article was proposed by the Con-
gress, and shall not prevent any person who may be holding the office of 
President, or acting as President, during the term within which this Article 
becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as Presi-
dent during the remainder of such term.  
              Section 2.  This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of 
three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its 
submission to the states by the Congress.  
 
Amendment XXIII. 
The Twenty-Third Amendment was ratified March 29, 1961. 
              Section 1.  The District constituting the seat of Government of the 
United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct:  
              A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the 
whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the 
District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the 
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least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the 
States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of 
President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a state; and 
they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by the 
twelfth article of amendment.  
               Section 2.  The Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation. 
 
Amendment XXIV. 
The Twenty-Fourth Amendment was ratified January 23, 1964. 
               Section 1.  The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any 
primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for 
President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by rea-
son of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.  
               Section 2.  The Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation. 
 
Amendment XXV. 
The Twenty-Fifth Amendment was ratified February 10, 1967. 
               Section 1.  In case of the removal of the President from office or 
of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.  
               Section 2.  Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice 
President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take 
office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.  
               Section 3.  Whenever the President transmits to the President 
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and 
duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to 
the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice 
President as Acting President.  
               Section 4.  Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either 
the principal officers of the executive departments or of such other body 
as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written 
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and du-
ties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers 
and duties of the office as Acting President.  
               Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro 
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers 
and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either 
the principal officers of the executive department or of such other body as 
Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President 
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge 
the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the 
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issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in ses-
sion. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter writ-
ten declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days 
after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of 
both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers and du-
ties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same 
as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and 
duties of his office.  
 
Amendment XXVI. 
The Twenty-Sixth Amendment was ratified July 1, 1971. 
              Section 1.  The right of citizens of the United States, who are 
eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by 
the United States or any State on account of age.  
              Section 2.  The Congress shall have the power to enforce this arti-
cle by appropriate legislation. 
 
Amendment XXVII. 
The Twenty-Seventh Amendment was ratified May 7, 1992. 
              No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators 
and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representa-
tives shall have intervened. 
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THE TENNESSEE CONSTITUTION 
 

Preamble and Declaration of Rights 
 

Whereas, The people of the territory of the United States south of the river 
Ohio, having the right of admission into the general government as a 
member state thereof, consistent with the Constitution of the United 
States, and the act of cession of the state of North Carolina, recognizing 
the ordinance for the government of the territory—of the United States 
north west of the Ohio River, by their delegates and representatives in con-
vention assembled, did on the sixth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, ordain and establish a Consti-
tution, or form of government, and mutually agreed with each other to 
form themselves into a free and independent state by the name of the 
state of Tennessee, and, Whereas, The General Assembly of the said state 
of Tennessee, (pursuant to the third section of the tenth article of the Con-
stitution,) by an act passed on the Twenty-seventh day of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, entitled, “An 
Act” to provide for the calling of a convention, passed in obedience to the 
declared will of the voters of the state, as expressed at the general elec-
tion of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-three, did authorize and provide for the election by the people of 
delegates and representatives, to meet at Nashville, in Davidson County, 
on the third Monday in May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-four, for the purpose of revising and amending, or 
changing, the Constitution, and said convention did accordingly meet and 
form a Constitution which was submitted to the people, and was ratified by 
them, on the first Friday in March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-five, and, Whereas, The General Assembly of said 
state of Tennessee, under and in virtue of the first section of the first arti-
cle of the Declaration of Rights, contained in and forming a part of the ex-
isting Constitution of the state, by an act passed on the fifteenth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
nine, did provide for the calling of a convention by the people of the state, 
to meet at Nashville, on the second Monday in January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and for the election of dele-
gates for the purpose of amending or revising the present Constitution, or 
forming and making a new Constitution; and, Whereas, The people of the 
state, in the mode provided by said Act, have called said convention, and 
elected delegates to represent them therein; now therefore, We, the dele-
gates and representatives of the people of the state of Tennessee, duly 
elected, and in convention assembled, in pursuance of said act of Assem-
bly have ordained and established the following Constitution and form of 
government for this state, which we recommend to the people of Tennes-
see for their ratification: That is to say  
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ARTICLE I. 
 

Declaration of Rights. 
Section 1. That all power is inherent in the people, and all free govern-
ments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their peace, 
safety, and happiness; for the advancement of those ends they have at all 
times, an unalienable and indefeasible right to alter, reform, or abolish 
the government in such manner as they may think proper. 
Section 2. That government being instituted for the common benefit, the 
doctrine of nonresistance against arbitrary power and oppression is ab-
surd, slavish, and destructive of the good and happiness of mankind. 
Section 3. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship 
Almighty God according to the dictates of their own conscience; that no 
man can of right be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of 
worship, or to maintain any minister against his consent; that no human 
authority can, in any case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of 
conscience; and that no preference shall ever be given, by law, to any reli-
gious establishment or mode of worship. 
Section 4. That no political or religious test, other than an oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States and of this state, shall ever be re-
quired as a qualification to any office or public trust under this state. 
Section 5. The elections shall be free and equal, and the right of suffrage, 
as hereinafter declared, shall never be denied to any person entitled 
thereto, except upon a conviction by a jury of some infamous crime, previ-
ously ascertained and declared by law, and judgment thereon by court of 
competent jurisdiction. 
Section 6. That the right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and no reli-
gious or political test shall ever be required as a qualification for jurors. 
Section 7. That the people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers 
and possessions, from unreasonable searches and seizures; and that gen-
eral warrants, whereby an officer may be commanded to search sus-
pected places, without evidence of the fact committed, or to seize any per-
son or persons not named, whose offences are not particularly described 
and supported by evidence, are dangerous to liberty and ought not be 
granted. 
Section 8. That no man shall be taken or imprisoned, or disseized of his 
free-hold, liberties or privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner 
destroyed or deprived of his life, liberty or property, but by the judgment of 
his peers, or the law of the land. 
Section 9. That in all criminal prosecutions, the accused hath the right to 
be heard by himself and his counsel; to demand the nature and cause of 
the accusation against him, and to have a copy thereof, to meet the wit-
nesses face to face, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
in his favor, and in prosecutions by indictment or presentment, a speedy 
public trial, by an impartial jury of the county in which the crime shall have 
been committed, and shall not be compelled to give evidence against 
himself. 
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Section 10. That no person shall, for the same offence, be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb. 
Section 11. That laws made for the punishment of acts committed previ-
ous to the existence of such laws, and by them only declared criminal, are 
contrary to the principles of a free government; wherefore no ex post 
facto law shall be made. 
Section 12. That no conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture 
of estate. The estate of such persons as shall destroy their own lives shall 
descend or vest as in case of natural death. If any person be killed by 
casualty, there shall be no forfeiture in consequence thereof. 
Section 13. That no person arrested and confined in jail shall be treated 
with unnecessary rigor. 
Section 14. That no person shall be put to answer any criminal charge but 
by presentment, indictment or impeachment. 
Section l5. That all prisoners shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, 
unless for capital offences, when the proof is evident, or the presumption 
great. And the privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be sus-
pended, unless when in case of rebellion or invasion, the General Assem-
bly shall declare the public safety requires it. 
Section 16. That excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 
Section 17. That all courts shall be open; and every man, for an injury 
done him in his lands, goods, person or reputation, shall have remedy by 
due course of law, and right and justice administered without sale, denial, 
or delay. Suits may be brought against the state in such manner and in 
such courts as the Legislature may by law direct. 
Section 18. The Legislature shall pass no law authorizing imprisonment 
for debt in civil cases. 
Section 19. That the printing press shall be free to every person to exam-
ine the proceedings of the Legislature; or of any branch or officer of the 
government, and no law shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. 
The free communication of thoughts and opinions, is one of the invalu-
able rights of man and every citizen may freely speak, write, and print on 
any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. But in prosecu-
tions for the publication of papers investigating the official conduct of offi-
cers, or men in public capacity, the truth thereof may be given in evi-
dence; and in all indictments for libel, the jury shall have a right to deter-
mine the law and the facts, under the direction of the court, as in other 
criminal cases. 
Section 20. That no retrospective law, or law impairing the obligations of 
con-tracts, shall be made. 
Section 21. That no man’s particular services shall be demanded, or prop-
erty taken, or applied to public use, without the consent of his representa-
tives, or with-out just compensation being made therefore. 
Section 22. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to the genius 
of a free state, and shall not be allowed. 
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Section 23. That the citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, to as-
semble together for their common good, to instruct their representatives, 
and to apply to those invested with the powers of government for redress 
of grievances, or other proper purposes, by address of remonstrance. 
Section 24. That the sure and certain defense of a free people, is a well 
regulated militia; and, as standing armies in time of peace are dangerous 
to freedom, they ought to be avoided as far as the circumstances and 
safety of the community will admit; and that in all cases the military shall 
be kept in strict subordination to the civil authority. 
Section 25. That no citizen of this state, except such as are employed in 
the army of the United States, or militia in actual service, shall be sub-
jected to punishment under the martial or military law. That martial law, 
in the sense of the unrestricted power of military officers, or others, to 
dispose of the persons, liberties or property of the citizen, is inconsistent 
with the principles of free government, and is not confided to any depart-
ment of the government of this state. 
Section 26. That the citizens of this state have a right to keep and to bear 
arms for their common defense; but the Legislature shall have power, by 
law, to regulate the wearing of arms with a view to prevent crime. 
Section 27. That no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a man-
ner prescribed by law. 
Section 28. That no citizen of this state shall be compelled to bear arms, 
provided he will pay an equivalent, to be ascertained by law. 
Section 29. That an equal participation in the free navigation of the Mis-
sissippi, is one of the inherent rights of the citizens of this state; it cannot, 
therefore, be conceded to any prince, potentate, power, person or persons 
whatever. 
Section 30. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges, or honors, shall 
ever be granted or conferred in this state. 
Section 31. That the limits and boundaries of this state be ascertained, it 
is declared they are as hereafter mentioned, that is to say: Beginning on 
the extreme height of the Stone Mountain, at the place where the line of 
Virginia intersects it, in latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north; 
running thence along the extreme height of the said mountain, to the 
place where Watauga river breaks through it; thence a direct course to 
the top of the Yellow Mountain, where Bright’s road crosses the same; 
thence along the ridge of said mountain, between the waters of Doe river 
and the waters of Rock creek, to the place where the road crosses the 
Iron Mountain; from thence along the extreme height of said mountain, to 
the place where Nolichucky river runs through the same; thence to the top 
of the Bald Mountain; thence along the extreme height of said mountain 
to the Painted Rock on French Broad river; thence along the highest ridge 
of said mountain, to the place where it is called the Great Iron or Smoky 
Mountain; thence along the extreme height of said mountain to the place 
where it is called Unicoi or Unaka Mountain, between the Indian towns of 
Cowee and Old Chota; thence along the main ridge of the said mountain 
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to the southern boundary of this state, as described in the act of cession 
of North Carolina to the United States of America; and that all the territory, 
lands and waters lying west of said line, as before mentioned, and con-
tained within the chartered limits of the state of North Carolina, are within 
the boundaries and limits of this state, over which the people have the 
right of exercising sovereignty, and the right of soil, so far as is consistent 
with the Constitution of the United States, recognizing the Articles of Con-
federation, the Bill of Rights and Constitution of North Carolina, the ces-
sion act of the said state, and the ordinance of Congress for the govern-
ment of the territory north west of Ohio; Provided, nothing herein con-
tained shall extend to affect the claim or claims of individuals to any part 
of the soil which is recognized to them by the aforesaid cession act; And 
provided also, that the limits and jurisdiction of this state shall extend to 
any other land and territory now acquired, or that may hereafter be ac-
quired, by compact or agreement with other states, or otherwise, although 
such land and territory are not included within the boundaries herein be-
fore designated. 
Section 32. That the erection of safe prisons, the inspection of prisons, 
and the humane treatment of prisoners, shall be provided for. 
Section 33. That slavery and involuntary servitude, except as a punish-
ment for crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, are for-
ever prohibited in this state. 
Section 34. The General Assembly shall make no law recognizing the right 
of property in man. 
Section 35. To preserve and protect the rights of victims of crime to justice 
and due process, victims shall be entitled to the following basic rights: 
Section 35a. The right to confer with the prosecution. 
Section 35b. The right to be free from intimidation, harassment and 
abuse throughout the criminal justice system. 
Section 35c The right to be present at all proceedings where the defen-
dant has the right to be present. 
Section 35d. The right to be heard, when relevant, at all critical stages of 
the criminal justice process as defined by the General Assembly. 
Section 35e. The right to be informed of all proceedings, and of the re-
lease, transfer or escape of the accused or convicted person. 
Section 35f . The right to a speedy trial or disposition and a prompt and 
final conclusion of the case after the conviction or sentence. 
Section 35g. The right to restitution from the offender. 
Section 35h. The right to be informed of each of the rights established for 
victims. The General Assembly has the authority to enact substantive and 
procedural laws to define, implement, preserve and protect the rights 
guaranteed to victims by this section. 
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ARTICLE II. 
 

Distribution of Powers. 
Section 1. The powers of the government shall be divided into three dis-
tinct departments: legislative, executive, and judicial. 
Section 2. No person or persons belonging to one of these departments 
shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the others, 
except in the cases herein directed or permitted. 
Legislative Department. 
Section 3. The legislative authority of this state shall be vested in a Gen-
eral Assembly, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representa-
tives, both de-pendent on the people. Representatives shall hold office for 
two years and senators for four years from the day of the general election, 
except that the speaker of the Senate and the speaker of the House of 
Representatives each shall hold his office as speaker for two years or until 
his successor is elected and qualified provided however, that in the first 
general election after adoption of this amendment senators elected in dis-
tricts designated by even numbers shall be elected for four years and 
those elected in districts designated by odd numbers shall be elected for 
two years. In a county having more than one senatorial district, the dis-
tricts shall be numbered consecutively. 
Section 4. The apportionment of senators and representatives shall be 
substantially according to population. After each decennial census made 
by the Bureau of Census of the United States is available the General As-
sembly shall establish senatorial and representative districts. Nothing in 
this Section nor in this Article II shall deny to the General Assembly the 
right at any time to apportion one House of the General Assembly using 
geography, political subdivisions, substantially equal population and other 
criteria as factors; provided such apportionment when effective shall com-
ply with the Constitution of the United States as then amended or 
authoritatively interpreted. If the Constitution of the United States shall 
require that legislative apportionment not based entirely on population be 
approved by vote of the electorate, the General Assembly shall provide for 
such vote in the apportionment act. 
Section 5. The number of representatives shall be ninety-nine and shall be 
apportioned by the General Assembly among the several counties or dis-
tricts as shall be provided by law. Counties having two or more representa-
tives shall be divided into separate districts. In a district composed of two 
or more counties each county shall adjoin at least one other county of 
such district; and no county shall be divided in forming such a district. 
Section 5a. Each district shall be represented by a qualified voter of that 
district. 
Section 6. The number of senators shall be apportioned by the General 
Assembly among the several counties or districts substantially according 
to population, and shall not exceed one-third the number of representa-
tives. Counties having two or more senators shall be divided into separate 
districts. In a district composed of two or more counties, each county shall 
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adjoin at least one other county of such district; and no county shall be 
divided in forming such a district. 
Section 6a. Each district shall be represented by a qualified voter of that 
district. 
Section 7. The first election for senators and representatives shall be held 
on the second Tuesday in November, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy; and forever thereafter, elections for members of the General As-
sembly shall be held once in two years, on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November. Said elections shall terminate the same day. 
Section 8. Legislative sessions—Governor’s inauguration—the General As-
sembly shall meet in organizational session on the second Tuesday in 
January next succeeding the election of the members of the House of 
Representatives, at which session, if in order, the governor shall be inau-
gurated. The General Assembly shall remain in session for organizational 
purposes not longer than fifteen consecutive calendar days, during which 
session no legislation shall be passed on third and final consideration. 
Thereafter, the General Assembly shall meet on the first Tuesday next fol-
lowing the conclusion of the organizational session unless the General 
Assembly by joint resolution of both houses sets an earlier date. The Gen-
eral Assembly may by joint resolution recess or adjourn until such time or 
times as it shall determine. It shall be convened at other times by the gov-
ernor as provided in Article III, Section 9, or by the presiding officers of 
both Houses at the written request of two-thirds of the members of each 
House. 
Section 9. No person shall be a representative unless he shall be a citizen 
of the United States, of the age of twenty-one years, and shall have been 
a citizen of this state for three years, and a resident in the county he 
represents one year, immediately preceding the election. 
Section 10. No person shall be a senator unless he shall be a citizen of 
the United States, of the age of thirty years, and shall have resided three 
years in this state, and one year in the county or district, immediately pre-
ceding the election. No senator or representative shall, during the time for 
which he was elected, be eligible to any office or place of trust, the ap-
pointment to which is vested in the executive or the General Assembly, 
except to the office of trustee of a literary institution. 
Section 11. The Senate and House of Representatives, when assembled 
shall each choose a speaker and its other officers; be judges of the quali-
fications and election of its members, and sit upon its own adjournments 
from day to day. Not less than two-thirds of all the members to which 
each house shall be entitled shall constitute a quorum to do business; but 
a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized, 
by law, to compel the attendance of absent members. 
Section 12. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, pun-
ish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-
thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same offence, and 
shall have all other powers necessary for a branch of the Legislature of a 
free state. 
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Section 13. Senators and representatives shall, in all cases, except trea-
son, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during the 
session of the General Assembly, and in going to and returning from the 
same; and for any speech or debate in either House, they shall not be 
questioned in any other place. 
Section 14. Each House may punish, by imprisonment, during its session, 
any person not a member, who shall be guilty of disrespect to the House, 
by any disorderly or any contemptuous behavior in its presence. 
Section 15. Vacancies. When the seat of any member of either House be-
comes vacant, the vacancy shall be filled as follows: (a) When twelve 
months or more remain prior to the next general election for legislators, a 
successor shall be elected by the qualified voters of the district repre-
sented, and such successor shall serve the remainder of the original 
terms. The election shall be held within such time as provided by law. The 
legislative body of the replaced legislator’s county of residence at the time 
of his or her election may elect an interim successor to serve until the 
election. (b) When less than twelve months remain prior to the next gen-
eral election for legislators, a successor shall be elected by the legislative 
body of the replaced legislator’s county of residence at the time of his or 
her election. The term of any senator so elected shall expire at the next 
general election for legislators, at which election a successor shall be 
elected. (c) Only a qualified voter of the district represented shall be eligi-
ble to succeed to the vacant seat. 
Section 16. Neither house shall, during its session, adjourn without the 
consent of the other for more than three days, nor to any other place than 
that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 
Section 17. Bills may originate in either House; but may be amended, al-
tered or rejected by the other. No bill shall become a law which embraces 
more than one subject, that subject to be expressed in the title. All acts 
which repeal, revive or amend former laws, shall recite in their caption, or 
otherwise, the title or substance of the law repealed, revived or amended. 
Section 18. A bill shall become law when it has been considered and 
passed on three different days in each House and on third and final con-
sideration has received the assent of a majority of all the members to 
which each House is entitled under this Constitution, when the respective 
speakers have signed the bill with the date of such signing appearing in 
the journal, and when the bill has been approved by the governor or other-
wise passed under the provisions of this Constitution. 
Section 19. After a bill has been rejected, no bill containing the same sub-
stance shall be passed into a law during the same session. 
Section 20. The style of the laws of this state shall be, “Be it enacted by 
the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee.” No law of a general na-
ture shall take effect until forty days after its passage unless the same or 
the caption thereof shall state that the public welfare requires that it 
should take effect sooner. 
Section 21. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and pub-
lish it, except such parts as the welfare of the state may require to be kept 
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secret; the ayes and noes shall be taken in each House upon the final pas-
sage of every bill of a general character, and bills making appropriations 
of public moneys; and the ayes and noes of the members on any question, 
shall, at the request of any five of them, be entered on the journal. 
Section 22. The doors of each House and of committees of the whole shall 
be kept open, unless when the business shall be such as ought to be kept 
secret. 
Section 23. Each member of the General Assembly shall receive an an-
nual salary of $1,800.00 per year payable in equal monthly installments 
from the date of his election, and in addition, such other allowances for 
expenses in attending sessions or committee meetings as may be pro-
vided by law. The senators, when sitting as a Court of Impeachment, shall 
receive the same allowances for expenses as have been provided by law 
for the members of the General Assembly. The compensation and ex-
penses of the members of the General Assembly may from time to time 
be reduced or increased by laws enacted by the General Assembly; how-
ever, no increase or decrease in the amount thereof shall take effect until 
the next general election for representatives to the General Assembly. Pro-
vided, further, that the first General Assembly meeting after adoption of 
this amendment shall be allowed to set its own expenses. However, no 
member shall be paid expenses, nor travel allowances for more than 
ninety Legislative days of a regular session, excluding the organization 
session, nor for more than thirty Legislative days of any extraordinary ses-
sion. This amendment shall take effect immediately upon adoption so 
that any member of the General Assembly elected at a general election 
wherein this amendment is approved shall be entitled to the compensa-
tion set herein. 
Section 24. No public money shall be expended except pursuant to appro-
priations made by law. Expenditures for any fiscal year shall not exceed 
the state’s revenues and reserves, including the proceeds of any debt obli-
gation, for that year. No debt obligation, except as shall be repaid within 
the fiscal year of issuance, shall be authorized for the current operation of 
any state service or program, nor shall the proceeds of any debt obligation 
be expended for a purpose other than that for which it was authorized. In 
no year shall the rate of growth of appropriations from state tax revenues 
exceed the estimated rate of growth of the state’s economy as deter-
mined by law. No appropriation in excess of this limitation shall be made 
unless the General Assembly shall, by law containing no other subject 
matter, set forth the dollar amount and the rate by which the limit will be 
exceeded. Any law requiring the expenditure of state funds shall be null 
and void unless, during the session in which the act receives final passage, 
an appropriation is made for the estimated first year’s funding. No law of 
general application shall impose increased expenditure requirements on 
cities or counties unless the General Assembly shall provide that the state 
share in the cost. An accurate financial statement of the state’s fiscal con-
dition shall be published annually. 
Section 25. No person who heretofore hath been, or may hereafter be, a 
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collector or holder of public moneys, shall have a seat in either House of 
the General Assembly, or hold any other office under the state govern-
ment, until such person shall have accounted for, and paid into the Treas-
ury, all sums for which he may be accountable or liable. 
Section 26. No judge of any court of law or equity, secretary of state, at-
torney general, register, clerk of any Court of Record, or person holding 
any office under the authority of the United States, shall have a seat in 
the General Assembly; nor shall any person in this state hold more than 
one lucrative office at the same time; provided, that no appointment in 
the Militia, or to the Office of Justice of the Peace, shall be considered a 
lucrative office, or operative as a disqualification to a seat in either House 
of the General Assembly. 
Section 27. Any member of either House of the General Assembly shall 
have liberty to dissent from and protest against, any act or resolve which 
he may think injurious to the public or to any individual, and to have the 
reasons for his dissent entered on the journals. 
Section 28. In accordance with the following provisions, all property real, 
personal or mixed shall be subject to taxation, but the Legislature may 
except such as may be held by the state, by counties, cities or towns, and 
used exclusively for public or corporation purposes, and such as may be 
held and used for purposes purely religious, charitable, scientific, literary 
or educational, and shall except the direct product of the soil in the hands 
of the producer, and his immediate vendee, and the entire amount of 
money deposited in an individual’s personal or family checking or savings 
accounts. For purposes of taxation, property shall be classified into three 
classes, to wit: Real Property, Tangible Personal Property and Intangible 
Personal Property. Real property shall be classified into four (4) subclassi-
fications and assessed as follows: (a) Public Utility Property, to be as-
sessed at fifty-five (55%) percent of its value; (b) Industrial and Commer-
cial Property, to be assessed at forty (40%) percent of its value; (c) Resi-
dential Property, to be assessed at twenty-five (25%) percent of its value, 
provided that residential property containing two (2) or more rental units 
is hereby defined as industrial and commercial property; and (d) Farm 
Property, to be assessed at twenty-five (25%) percent of its value. House 
trailers, mobile homes, and all other similar movable structures used for 
commercial, industrial, or residential purposes shall be assessed as real 
property as an improvement to the land where located. The Legislature 
shall provide, in such a manner as it deems appropriate, tax relief to eld-
erly, low-income taxpayers through payments by the state to reimburse 
all or part of the taxes paid by such persons on owner-occupied residen-
tial property, but such reimbursement shall not be an obligation imposed, 
directly or indirectly, upon counties, cities or towns. The Legislature may 
provide tax relief to home owners totally and permanently disabled, irre-
spective of age, as provided herein for the elderly. Tangible personal prop-
erty shall be classified into three (3) subclassifications and assessed as 
follows: (a) Public Utility Property, to be assessed at fifty-five (55%) per-
cent of its value; (b) Industrial and Commercial Property, to be assessed 
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at thirty (30%) percent of its value; and (c) All other Tangible Personal 
Property, to be assessed at five (5%) percent of its value; provided, how-
ever, that the Legislature shall exempt seven thousand five hundred 
($7,500) dollars worth of such Tangible Personal Property which shall 
cover personal household goods and furnishings, wearing apparel and 
other such tangible property in the hands of a taxpayer. The Legislature 
shall have power to classify Intangible Personal Property into subclassifi-
cations and to establish a ratio of assessment to value in each class or 
subclass, and shall provide fair and equitable methods of apportionment 
of the value of same to this state for purposes of taxation. Banks, insur-
ance companies, loan and investment companies, savings and loan asso-
ciations, and all similar financial institutions, shall be assessed and taxed 
in such manner as the Legislature shall direct; provided that for the year 
1973, or until such time as the Legislature may provide otherwise, the ra-
tio of assessment to value of property presently taxed shall remain the 
same as provided by law for the year 1972; provided further that the taxes 
imposed upon such financial institutions, and paid by them, shall be in 
lieu of all taxes on the redeemable or cash value of all of their outstanding 
shares of capital stock, policies of insurance, customer savings and check-
ing ac-counts, certificates of deposit, and certificates of investment, by 
whatever name called, including other intangible corporate property of 
such financial institutions. The ratio of assessment to value of property in 
each class or subclass shall be equal and uniform throughout the state, 
the value and definition of property in each class or subclass to be ascer-
tained in such manner as the Legislature shall direct. Each respective tax-
ing authority shall apply the same tax rate to all property within its juris-
diction. The Legislature shall have power to tax merchants, peddlers, and 
privileges, in such manner as they may from time to time direct, and the 
Legislature may levy a gross receipts tax on merchants and businesses in 
lieu of ad valorem taxes on the inventories of merchandise held by such 
merchants and businesses for sale or ex-change. The portion of a mer-
chant’s capital used in the purchase of merchandise sold by him to non-
residents and sent beyond the state, shall not be taxed at a rate higher 
than the ad valorem tax on property. The Legislature shall have power to 
levy a tax upon incomes derived from stocks and bonds that are not taxed 
ad valorem. This amendment shall take effect on the first day of January, 
1973. 
Section 29. The General Assembly shall have power to authorize the sev-
eral counties and incorporated towns in this state, to impose taxes for 
county and corporation purposes respectively, in such manner as shall be 
prescribed by law; and all property shall be taxed according to its value, 
upon the principles established in regard to state taxation. But the credit 
of no county, city or town shall be given or loaned to or in aid of any per-
son, company, association or corporation, except upon an election to be 
first held by the qualified voters of such county, city or town, and the as-
sent of three-fourths of the votes cast at said election. Nor shall any 
county, city or town become a stockholder with others in any company, 
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association or corporation except upon a like election, and the assent of a 
like majority. But the counties of Grainger, Hawkins, Hancock, Union, 
Campbell, Scott, Morgan, Grundy, Sumner, Smith, Fentress, Van Buren, 
and the new county herein authorized to be established out of fractions of 
Sumner, Macon and Smith Counties, White, Putnam, Overton, Jackson, 
Cumberland, Anderson, Henderson, Wayne, Cocke, Coffee, Macon, Mar-
shall, and Roane shall be excepted out of the provisions of this section so 
far that the assent of a majority of the qualified voters of either of said 
counties voting on the question shall be sufficient when the credit of such 
county is given or loaned to any person, association or corporation; pro-
vided, that the exception of the counties above named shall not be in 
force beyond the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty: and after 
that period they shall be subject to the three-fourths majority applicable 
to the other counties of the state. 
Section 30. No article manufactured of the produce of this state, shall be 
taxed otherwise than to pay inspection fees. 
Section 31. The credit of this state shall not be hereafter loaned or given 
to or in aid of any person, association, company, corporation or municipal-
ity; nor shall the state become the owner in whole or in part of any bank 
or a stockholder with others in any association, company, corporation or 
municipality. 
Section 32. No convention or general assembly of this state shall act 
upon any amendment of the Constitution of the United States proposed 
by Congress to the several states; unless such convention or general as-
sembly shall have been elected after such amendment is submitted. 
Section 33. No bonds of the state shall be issued to any rail road com-
pany which at the time of its application for the same shall be in default 
in paying the interest upon the state bonds previously loaned to it or that 
shall hereafter and before such application sell or absolutely dispose of 
any state bonds loaned to it for less than par.  
 

ARTICLE III. 
 

Executive Department. 
Section 1. The supreme executive power of this state shall be vested in a 
governor. 
Section 2. The governor shall be chosen by the electors of the members 
of the General Assembly, at the time and places where they shall respec-
tively vote for the members thereof. The returns of every election for gov-
ernor shall be sealed up, and transmitted to the seat of government, by 
the returning officers, directed to the speaker of the Senate, who shall 
open and publish them in the presence of a majority of the members of 
each House of the General Assembly. The person having the highest num-
ber of votes shall be governor; but if two or more shall be equal and high-
est in votes, one of them shall be chosen governor by joint vote of both 
Houses of the General Assembly. Contested elections for governor shall 
be determined by both Houses of the General Assembly, in such manner 

32 



as shall be prescribed by law.  
Section 3. He shall be at least thirty years of age, shall be a citizen of the 
United States, and shall have been a citizen of this state seven years next 
before his election. 
Section 4. The governor shall be elected to hold office for four years and 
until a successor is elected and qualified. A person may be eligible to suc-
ceed in office for additional four year terms, provided that no person pres-
ently serving or elected hereafter shall be eligible for election to more 
than two terms consecutively, including an election to a partial term. One 
succeeding to the office vacated during the first eighteen calendar 
months of the term shall hold office until a successor is elected for the 
remainder of the term at the next election of members of the General As-
sembly and qualified pursuant to this Constitution. One succeeding to the 
office vacated after the first eighteen calendar months of the term shall 
continue to hold office for the remainder of the full term. 
Section 5. He shall be commander-in-chief of the Army and Navy of this 
state, and of the Militia, except when they shall be called into the service 
of the United States. But the Militia shall not be called into service except 
in case of rebellion or invasion, and then only when the General Assembly 
shall declare, by law, that the public safety requires it. 
Section 6. He shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, after con-
viction, except in cases of impeachment. 
Section 7. He shall, at stated times, receive a compensation for his ser-
vices, which shall not be increased or diminished during the period for 
which he shall have been elected. 
Section 8. He may require information in writing, from the officers in the 
executive department, upon any subject relating to the duties of their re-
spective offices. 
Section 9. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the General As-
sembly by proclamation, in which he shall state specifically the purposes 
for which they are to convene; but they shall enter on no legislative busi-
ness except that for which they were specifically called together. 
Section 10. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
Section 11. He shall, from time to time, give to the General Assembly in-
formation of the state of the government, and recommend for their con-
sideration such measures as he shall judge expedient. 
Section 12. In case of the removal of the governor from office, or of his 
death, or resignation, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve on 
the speaker of the Senate; and in case of the death, removal from office, 
or resignation of the speaker of the Senate, the powers and duties of the 
office shall devolve on the speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Section 13. No member of Congress, or person holding any office under 
the United States, or this state, shall execute the office of governor. 
Section 14. When any officer, the right of whose appointment is by this 
Constitution vested in the General Assembly, shall, during the recess, die, 
or the office, by the expiration of the term, or by other means, become 
vacant, the governor shall have the power to fill such vacancy by granting 
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a temporary commission, which shall expire at the end of the next session 
of the Legislature. 
Section 15. There shall be a seal of this state, which shall be kept by the 
governor, and used by him officially, and shall be called the Great Seal of 
the State of Tennessee. 
Section 16. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and by the 
authority of the state of Tennessee, be sealed with the State Seal, and 
signed by the governor. 
Section 17. A secretary of state shall be appointed by joint vote of the 
General Assembly, and commissioned during the term of four years; he 
shall keep a fair register of all the official acts and proceedings of the gov-
ernor; and shall, when required lay the same, and all papers, minutes and 
vouchers relative thereto, before the General Assembly; and shall perform 
such other duties as shall be enjoined by law. 
Section 18. Every bill which may pass both Houses of the General Assem-
bly shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the governor for his sig-
nature. If he approve, he shall sign it, and the same shall become a law; 
but if he refuse to sign it, he shall return it with his objections thereto, in 
writing, to the house in which it originated; and said House shall cause 
said objections to be entered at large upon its journal, and proceed to re-
consider the bill. If after such reconsideration, a majority of all the mem-
bers elected to that House shall agree to pass the bill, notwithstanding the 
objections of the executive, it shall be sent, with said objections, to the 
other House, by which it shall be likewise reconsidered. If approved by a 
majority of the whole number elected to that House, it shall become a 
law. The votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and 
the names of all the members voting for or against the bill shall be en-
tered upon the journals of their respective Houses. If the governor shall 
fail to return any bill with his objections in writing within ten calendar days 
(Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same 
shall become a law without his signature. If the General Assembly by its 
adjournment prevents the return of any bill within said ten-day period, the 
bill shall become a law, unless disapproved by the governor and filed by 
him with his objections in writing in the office of the secretary of state 
within said ten-day period. Every joint resolution or order (except on ques-
tion of adjournment and proposals of specific amendments to the Consti-
tution) shall likewise be presented to the governor for his signature, and 
on being disapproved by him shall in like manner, be returned with his ob-
jections; and the same before it shall take effect shall be repassed by a 
majority of all the members elected to both houses in the manner 
and according to the rules prescribed in case of a bill. The governor may 
reduce or disapprove the sum of money appropriated by any one or more 
items or parts of items in any bill appropriating money, while approving 
other portions of the bill. The portions so approved shall become law, and 
the items or parts of items disapproved or reduced shall be void to the ex-
tent that they have been disapproved or reduced unless repassed as here-
inafter provided. The governor, within ten calendar days (Sundays ex-
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cepted) after the bill shall have been presented to him, shall report the 
items or parts of items disapproved or reduced with his objections in writ-
ing to the House in which the bill originated, or if the General Assembly 
shall have adjourned, to the office of the secretary of state. Any such 
items or parts of items so disapproved or reduced shall be restored to the 
bill in the original amount and become law if repassed by the General As-
sembly according to the rules and limitations prescribed for the passage 
of other bills over the executive veto. 

 
ARTICLE IV. 

 
Elections. 
Section 1. Every person, being eighteen years of age, being a citizen of the 
United States, being a resident of the state for a period of time as pre-
scribed by the General Assembly, and being duly registered in the county 
of residence for a period of time prior to the day of any election as pre-
scribed by the General Assembly, shall be entitled to vote in all federal, 
state, and local elections held in the county or district in which such per-
son resides. All such requirements shall be equal and uniform across the 
state, and there shall be no other qualification attached to the right of suf-
frage. The General Assembly shall have power to enact laws requiring vot-
ers to vote in the election precincts in which they may reside, and laws to 
secure the freedom of elections and the purity of the ballot box. All male 
citizens of this state shall be subject to the performance of military duty, 
as may be prescribed by law. 
Section 2. Laws may be passed excluding from the right of suffrage per-
sons who may be convicted of infamous crimes. 
Section 3. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, felony, or breach of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest or summons, during their attendance 
at elections and in going to and returning from them. 
Section 4. In all elections to be made by the General Assembly, the mem-
bers thereof shall vote viva voce, and their votes shall be entered on the 
journal. All other elections shall be by ballot.  
 

ARTICLE V. 
 

Impeachments. 
Section 1. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of im-
peachment 
Section 2. All impeachments shall be tried by the Senate. When sitting for 
that purpose the senators shall be upon oath or affirmation, and the chief 
justice of the Supreme Court, or if he be on trial, the senior associate 
judge, shall preside over them. No person shall be convicted without the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the senators sworn to try the officer im-
peached. 
Section 3. The House of Representatives shall elect from their own body 
three members, whose duty it shall be to prosecute impeachments. No 
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impeachment shall be tried until the Legislature shall have adjourned 
sine die, when the Senate shall proceed to try such impeachment. 
Section 4. The governor, judges of the Supreme Court, judges of the infe-
rior courts, chancellors, attorneys for the state, treasurer, comptroller, and 
secretary of state, shall be liable to impeachment, whenever they may, in 
the opinion of the House of Representatives, commit any crime in their 
official capacity which may require disqualification but judgment shall 
only extend to removal from office, and disqualification to fill any office 
thereafter. The party shall, nevertheless, be liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment and punishment according to law. The Legislature now has, and 
shall continue to have, power to relieve from the penalties imposed, any 
person disqualified from holding office by the judgment of a Court of Im-
peachment. 
Section 5. Justices of the peace, and other civil officers not herein before 
mentioned, for crimes or misdemeanors in office, shall be liable to indict-
ment in such courts as the Legislature may direct; and upon conviction, 
shall be removed from office by said court, as if found guilty on impeach-
ment; and shall be subject to such other punishment as may be pre-
scribed by law. 
 

ARTICLE VI. 
 

Judicial Department. 
Section 1. The judicial power of this state shall be vested in one Supreme 
Court and in such Circuit, Chancery and other Inferior Courts as the Legis-
lature shall from time to time, ordain and establish; in the judges thereof, 
and in justices of the peace. The Legislature may also vest such jurisdic-
tion in Corporation Courts as may be deemed necessary. Courts to be hol-
den by justices of the peace may also be established. 
Section 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of five judges, of whom not 
more than two shall reside in any one of the grand divisions of the state. 
The judges shall designate one of their own number who shall preside as 
chief justice. The concurrence of three of the judges shall in every case be 
necessary to a decision. The jurisdiction of this court shall be appellate 
only, under such restrictions and regulations as may from time to time be 
prescribed by law; but it may possess such other jurisdiction as is now 
conferred by law on the present Supreme Court. Said court shall be held 
at Knoxville, Nashville and Jackson. 
Section 3. The judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected by the quali-
fied voters of the state. The Legislature shall have power to prescribe such 
rules as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of section two of 
this article. Every judge of the Supreme Court shall be thirty-five years of 
age, and shall before his election have been a resident of the state for five 
years. His term of service shall be eight years. 
Section 4. The Judges of the Circuit and Chancery Courts, and of other In-
ferior Courts, shall be elected by the qualified voters of the district or cir-
cuit to which they are to be assigned. Every judge of such courts shall be 
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thirty years of age, and shall before his election, have been a resident of 
the state for five years, and of the circuit or district one year. His term of 
service shall be eight years. 
Section 5. An attorney general and reporter for the state, shall be ap-
pointed by the judges of the Supreme Court and shall hold his office for a 
term of eight years. An attorney for the state for any circuit or district, for 
which a judge having criminal jurisdiction shall be provided by law, shall 
be elected by the qualified voters of such circuit or district, and shall hold 
his office for a term of eight years, and shall have been a resident of the 
state five years, and of the circuit or district one year. In all cases where 
the attorney for any district fails or refuses to attend and prosecute ac-
cording to law, the court shall have power to appoint an attorney pro tem-
pore. 
Section 6. Judges and attorneys for the state may be removed from office 
by a concurrent vote of both Houses of the General Assembly, each House 
voting separately; but two-thirds of the members to which each House 
may be entitled must concur in such vote. The vote shall be determined by 
ayes and noes, and the names of the members voting for or against the 
judge or attorney for the state together with the cause or causes of re-
moval, shall be entered on the journals of each House respectively. The 
judge or attorney for the state, against whom the Legislature may be 
about to proceed, shall receive notice thereof accompanied with a copy of 
the causes alleged for his removal, at least ten days before the day on 
which either House of the General Assembly shall act thereupon. 
Section 7. The judges of the Supreme or Inferior Courts, shall, at stated 
times, receive a compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law, 
which shall not be increased or diminished during the time for which they 
are elected. They shall not be allowed any fees or perquisites of office nor 
hold any other office of trust or profit under this state or the United States. 
Section 8. The jurisdiction of the Circuit, Chancery and other Inferior 
Courts, shall be as now established by law, until changed by the Legisla-
ture. 
Section 9. The judges shall not charge juries with respect to matters of 
fact, but may state the testimony and declare the law. 
Section 10. The judges or justices of the Inferior Courts of Law and Equity, 
shall have power in all civil cases, to issue writs of certiorari to remove any 
cause or the transcript of the record thereof, from any inferior jurisdiction, 
into such court of law, on sufficient cause, supported by oath or affirma-
tion. 
Section 11. No judge of the Supreme or Inferior Courts shall preside on 
the trial of any cause in the event of which he may be interested, or where 
either of the parties shall be connected with him by affinity of consanguin-
ity, within such degrees as may be prescribed by law, or in which he may 
have been of counsel, or in which he may have presided in any Inferior 
Court, except by consent of all the parties. In case all or any of the judges 
of the Supreme Court shall thus be disqualified from presiding on the trial 
of any cause or causes, the court or the judges thereof, shall certify the 
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same to the governor of the state, and he shall forthwith specially com-
mission the requisite number of men, of law knowledge, for the trial and 
determination thereof. The Legislature may by general laws make provi-
sion that special judges may be appointed, to hold any courts the judge of 
which shall be unable or fail to attend or sit; or to hear any cause in which 
the judge may be incompetent. 
Section 12. All writs and other process shall run in the name of the state 
of Tennessee and bear test and be signed by the respective clerks. Indict-
ments shall conclude, “against the peace and dignity of the state.” 
Section 13. Judges of the Supreme Court shall appoint their clerks who 
shall hold their offices for six years. Chancellors shall appoint their clerks 
and masters, who shall hold their offices for six years. Clerks of the Infe-
rior Courts holden in the respective counties or districts, shall be elected 
by the qualified voters thereof for the term of four years. Any clerk may be 
removed from office for malfeasance, incompetency or neglect of duty, in 
such manner as may be prescribed by law. 
Section 14. No fine shall be laid on any citizen of this state that shall ex-
ceed fifty dollars, unless it shall be assessed by a jury of his peers, who 
shall assess the fine at the time they find the fact, if they think the fine 
should be more than fifty dollars. 
 

ARTICLE VII. 
 

State and County Officers. 
Section 1. The qualified voters of each county shall elect for terms of four 
years a legislative body, a county executive, a sheriff, a trustee, a register, 
a county clerk and an assessor of property. Their qualifications and duties 
shall be prescribed by the General Assembly. Any officer shall be removed 
from malfeasance or neglect of duty as prescribed by the General Assem-
bly. The legislative body shall be composed of representatives from dis-
tricts in the county as drawn by the county legislative body pursuant to 
statutes enacted by the General Assembly. Districts shall be reappor-
tioned at least every ten years based upon the most recent federal cen-
sus. The legislative body shall not exceed twenty-five members, and no 
more than three representatives shall be elected from a district. Any 
county organized under the consolidated government provisions of Article 
XI, Section 9, of this Constitution shall be exempt from having a county 
executive and a county legislative body as described in this paragraph. 
The General Assembly may provide alternate forms of county government 
including the right to charter and the manner by which a referendum may 
be called. The new form of government shall replace the existing form if 
approved by a majority of the voters in the referendum. No officeholder’s 
current term shall be diminished by the ratification of this article. 
Section 2. Vacancies in county offices shall be filled by the county legisla-
tive body, and any person so appointed shall serve until a successor is 
elected at the next election occurring after the vacancy is qualified. 
Section 3. There shall be a treasurer or treasurers and a comptroller of the 
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treasury appointed for the state, by the joint vote of both Houses of the 
General Assembly who shall hold their offices for two years. 
Section 4. The election of officers, and the filling of all vacancies not other-
wise directed or provided by this Constitution, shall be made in such man-
ner as the Legislature shall direct.  
Section 5. Elections for judicial and other civil officers shall be held on the 
first Thursday in August, one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and for-
ever there-after on the first Thursday in August next preceding the expira-
tion of their respective terms of service. The term of each officer so 
elected shall be computed from the first day of September next succeed-
ing his election. The term of office of the governor and other executive offi-
cers shall be computed from the fifteenth of January next after the elec-
tion of the governor. No appointment or election to fill a vacancy shall be 
made for a period extending beyond the unexpired term. Every officer shall 
hold his office until his successor is elected or appointed, and qualified. No 
special election shall be held to fill a vacancy in the office of judge or dis-
trict attorney, but a the time herein fixed for the biennial election of civil 
officers, and such vacancy shall be filled at the next biennial election re-
curring more than thirty days after the vacancy occurs.  

 
ARTICLE VIII. 

 
Militia. 
Section 1. All militia officers shall be elected by persons subject to military 
duty, within the bounds of their several companies, battalions, regiments, 
brigades and divisions, under such rules and regulations as the Legislature 
may from time to time direct and establish. 
Section 2. The governor shall appoint the adjutant-general and his other 
staff officers; the major generals, brigadier-generals, and commanding 
officers of regiments, shall respectively appoint their staff officers. 
Section 3. The Legislature shall pass laws exempting citizens belonging to 
any sect or denomination of religion, the tenets of which are known to be 
opposed to the bearing of arms, from attending private and general mus-
ters. 
 

ARTICLE IX. 
 
Disqualifications. 
Section 1. Whereas ministers of the Gospel are by their profession, dedi-
cated to God and the care of souls, and ought not to be diverted from the 
great duties of their functions; therefore, no minister of the Gospel, or 
priest of any denomination whatever, shall be eligible to a seat in either 
House of the Legislature. 
Section 2. No person who denies the being of God, or a future state of re-
wards and punishments, shall hold any office in the civil department of 
this state. 
Section 3. Any person who shall, after the adoption of this Constitution, 
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fight a duel, or knowingly be the bearer of a challenge to fight a duel, or 
send or accept a challenge for that purpose, or be an aider or abettor in 
fighting a duel, shall be deprived of the right to hold any office of honor or 
profit in this state, and shall be punished otherwise, in such manner as 
the Legislature may prescribe. 
 

ARTICLE X. 
 
Oaths, Bribery of Electors, New Counties. 
Section 1. Every person who shall be chosen or appointed to any office of 
trust or profit under this Constitution, or any law made in pursuance 
thereof, shall, before entering on the duties thereof, take an oath to sup-
port the Constitution of this state, and of the United States, and an oath of 
office. 
Section 2. Each member of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
shall before they proceed to business take an oath or affirmation to sup-
port the Constitution of this state, and of the United States and also the 
following oath: I _____________do solemnly swear (or affirm) that as a 
member of this General Assembly, I will, in all appointments, vote without 
favor, affection, partiality, or prejudice; and that I will not propose or as-
sent to any bill, vote or resolution, which shall appear to me injurious to 
the people, or consent to any act or thing, whatever, that shall have a ten-
dency to lessen or abridge their rights and privileges, as declared by the 
Constitution of this state. 
Section 3. Any elector who shall receive any gift or reward for his vote, in 
meat, drink, money or otherwise, shall suffer such punishment as the 
laws shall direct. 
And any person who shall directly or indirectly give, promise or bestow any 
such reward to be elected, shall thereby be rendered incapable, for six 
years, to serve in the office for which he was elected, and be subject to 
such further punishment as the Legislature shall direct. 
Section 4. New Counties may be established by the Legislature to consist 
of not less than two hundred and seventy five square miles, and which 
shall contain a population of seven hundred qualified voters; no line of 
such county shall approach the court house of any old county from which 
it may be taken nearer than eleven miles, nor shall such old county be 
reduced to less than five hundred square miles. But the following excep-
tions are made to the foregoing provisions viz: New counties may be es-
tablished by the present or any succeeding Legislature out of the follow-
ing territory to wit: Out of that portion of Obion County which lies west of 
the low water mark of Reel Foot Lake: Out of fractions of Sumner, Macon 
and Smith Counties; but no line of such new county shall approach the 
court house of Sumner or of Smith Counties nearer than ten miles, nor 
include any part of Macon County lying within nine and a half miles of the 
court house of said County nor shall more than twenty square miles of 
Macon County nor any part of Sumner County lying due west of the west-
ern boundary of Macon County, be taken in the formation of said new 
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county: Out of fractions of Grainger and Jefferson Counties but no line of 
such new county shall include any part of Grainger County north of the 
Holston River; nor shall any line thereof approach the court house of Jef-
ferson County nearer than eleven miles. Such new county may include any 
other territory which is not excluded by any general provision of this Con-
stitution: Out of fractions of Jackson and Overton Counties but no line of 
such new county shall approach the court house of  Jackson or Overton 
Counties nearer than ten miles, nor shall such county contain less than 
four hundred qualified voters, nor shall the area of either of the old coun-
ties be reduced below four hundred and fifty square miles: Out of fractions 
of Roane, Monroe, and Blount Counties, around the town of Loudon; but 
no line of such new county shall ever approach the towns of Maryville, 
Kingston, or Madisonville, nearer than eleven miles, except that on the 
south side of the Tennessee River, said lines may approach as near as ten 
miles to the court house of Roane County. The counties of Lewis, 
Cheatham, and Sequatchie, as now established by Legislative enactments 
are hereby declared to be constitutional counties. No part of Bledsoe 
County shall be taken to form a new county or a part thereof or be at-
tached to any adjoining county. That portion of Marion County included 
within the following boundaries, beginning on the Grundy and Marion 
County line at the Nickajack trace and running about six hundred yards 
west of Ben Poseys, to where the Tennessee Coal Rail Road crosses the 
line, running thence southeast through the Pocket near William Summers 
crossing the Battle Creek Gulf at the corner of Thomas Wootons field, 
thence running across the Little Gizzard Gulf at Raven Point, thence in a 
direct line to the bridge crossing the Big Fiery Gizzard, thence in a direct 
line to the mouth of Holy Water Creek, thence up said Creek to the Grundy 
County line, and thence with said line to the beginning; is hereby detached 
from Marion County, and attached to the county of Grundy. No part of a 
county shall be taken off to form a new county or a part thereof without 
the consent of two-thirds of the qualified voters in such part taken off; and 
where an old county is reduced for the purpose of forming a new one, the 
seat of justice in said old county shall not be removed without the concur-
rence of two-thirds in both branches of the Legislature, nor shall the seat 
of justice of any county be removed without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the qualified voters of the county. But the foregoing provision requiring 
a two-thirds majority of the voters of a county to remove its county seat 
shall not apply to the counties of Obion and Cocke. The fractions taken 
from old counties to form new counties or taken from one county and 
added to another shall continue liable for their pro rata of all debts con-
tracted by their respective counties prior to the separation, and be entitled 
to their proportion of any stocks or credits belonging to such old counties.  
Section 5. The citizens who may be included in any new county shall vote 
with the county or counties from which they may have been stricken off, 
for members of Congress, for governor and for members of the General 
Assembly until the next apportionment of members to the General Assem-
bly after the establishment of such new county. 
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ARTICLE XI. 
 
Miscellaneous Provisions. 
Section 1. All laws and ordinances now in force and use in this state, not in 
consistent with this Constitution, shall continue in force and use until they 
shall expire, be altered or repealed by the Legislature; but ordinances con-
tained in any former Constitution or schedule thereto are hereby abro-
gated. 
Section 2. Nothing contained in this Constitution shall impair the validity of 
any debts or contracts, or affect any rights of property or any suits, actions, 
rights of action or other proceedings in Courts of Justice.  
Section 3. Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be 
proposed in the Senate or House of Representatives, and if the same shall 
be agreed to by a majority of all the members elected to each of the two 
houses, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered on 
their journals with the yeas and nays thereon, and referred to the General 
Assembly then next to be chosen; and shall be published six months previ-
ous to the time of making such choice; and if in the General Assembly 
then next chosen as aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amend-
ments shall be agreed to by two-thirds of all the members elected to each 
house, then it shall be the duty of the General Assembly to submit such 
proposed amendment or amendments to the people at the next general 
election in which a governor is to be chosen. And if the people shall ap-
prove and ratify such amendment or amendments by a majority of all the 
citizens of the state voting for governor, voting in their favor, such amend-
ment or amendments shall become a part of this Constitution. When any 
amendment or amendments to the Constitution shall be proposed in pur-
suance of the foregoing provisions the same shall at each of said sessions 
be read three times on three several days in each house. The Legislature 
shall have the right by law to submit to the people, at any general election, 
the question of calling a convention to alter, reform, or abolish this Consti-
tution, or to alter, reform or abolish any specified part or parts of it; and 
when, upon such submission, a majority of all the voters voting upon the 
proposal submitted shall approve the proposal to call a convention, the 
delegates to such convention shall be chosen at the next general election 
and the convention shall assemble for the consideration of such proposals 
as shall have received a favorable vote in said election, in such mode and 
manner as shall be prescribed. No change in, or amendment to, this Con-
stitution proposed by such convention shall become effective, unless 
within the limitations of the call of the convention, and unless approved 
and ratified by a majority of the qualified voters voting separately on such 
change or amendment at an election to be held in such manner and on 
such date as may be fixed by the convention. No such convention shall be 
held oftener than once in six years. 
Section 4. The Legislature shall have no power to grant divorces; but may 
authorize the Courts of Justice to grant them for such causes as may be 
specified by law; but such laws shall be general and uniform in their opera-
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tion throughout the state. 
Section 5. The Legislature shall have no power to authorize lotteries for 
any purpose, and shall pass laws to prohibit the sale of lottery tickets in 
this state.   
Section 6. The Legislature shall have no power to change the names of 
persons, or to pass acts adopting or legitimatizing persons, but shall, by 
general laws, confer this power on the courts. 
Section 7. The General Assembly shall define and regulate interest, and 
set maximum effective rates thereof. If no applicable statute is hereafter 
enacted, the effective rate of interest collected shall not exceed ten (10%) 
percent per annum. All provisions of existing statutes regulating rates of 
interest and other charges on loans shall remain in full force and effect 
until July 1, 1980, unless earlier amended or repealed. 
Section 8. The Legislature shall have no power to suspend any general law 
for the benefit of any particular individual, nor to pass any law for the 
benefit of individuals inconsistent with the general laws of the land; nor to 
pass any law granting to any individual or individuals, rights, privileges, 
immunitie, [immunities] or exemptions other than such as may be, by the 
same law extended to any member of the community, who may be able to 
bring himself within the provisions of such law. No corporation shall be 
created or its powers increased or diminished by special laws but the Gen-
eral Assembly shall provide by general laws for the organization of all cor-
porations, hereafter created, which laws may, at any time, be altered or 
repealed, and no such alteration or repeal shall interfere with or divest 
rights which have become vested. 
Section 9. The Legislature shall have the right to vest such powers in the 
Courts of Justice, with regard to private and local affairs, as may be expe-
dient. The General Assembly shall have no power to pass a special, local 
or private act having the effect of removing the incumbent from any mu-
nicipal or county office or abridging the term or altering the salary prior to 
the end of the term for which such public officer was selected, and any act 
of the General Assembly private or local in form or effect applicable to a 
particular county or municipality either in its governmental or its proprie-
tary capacity shall be void and of no effect unless the act by its terms ei-
ther requires the approval of a two-thirds vote of the local legislative body 
of the municipality or county, or requires approval in an election by a ma-
jority of those voting in said election in the municipality or county affected. 
Any municipality may by ordinance submit to its qualified voters in a gen-
eral or special election the question: “Shall this municipality adopt home 
rule?” In the event of an affirmative vote by a majority of the qualified vot-
ers voting thereon, and until the repeal thereof by the same procedure, 
such municipality shall be a home rule municipality, and the General As-
sembly shall act with respect to such home rule municipality only by laws 
which are general in terms and effect. Any municipality after adopting 
home rule may continue to operate under its existing charter, or amend 
the same, or adopt and thereafter amend a new charter to provide for its 
governmental and proprietary powers, duties and functions, and for the 
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form, structure, personnel and organization of its government, provided 
that no charter provision except with respect to compensation of munici-
pal personnel shall be effective if inconsistent with any general act of the 
General Assembly and provided further that the power of taxation of such 
municipality shall not be enlarged or increased except by general act of 
the General Assembly. The General Assembly shall by general law provide 
the exclusive methods by which municipalities may be created, merged, 
consolidated and dissolved and by which municipal boundaries may be 
altered. A charter or amendment may be proposed by ordinance of any 
home rule municipality, by a charter commission provided for by act of the 
General Assembly and elected by the qualified voters of a home rule mu-
nicipality voting thereon or, in the absence of such act of the General As-
sembly, by a charter commission of seven (7) members, chosen at large 
not more often than once in two (2) years, in a municipal election pursu-
ant to petition for such election signed by qualified voters of a home rule 
municipality not less in number than ten (10%) percent of those voting in 
the then most recent general municipal election. It shall be the duty of the 
legislative body of such municipality to publish any proposal so made and 
to submit the same to its qualified voters at the first general state election 
which shall be held at least sixty (60) days after such publication and such 
proposal shall become effective sixty (60) days after approval by a major-
ity of the qualified voters voting thereon. The General Assembly shall not 
authorize any municipality to tax incomes, estates, or inheritances, or to 
impose any other tax not authorized by Sections 28 or 29 of Article II of 
this Constitution. Nothing herein shall be construed as invalidating the 
provisions of any municipal charter in existence at the time of the adop-
tion of this amendment. The General Assembly may provide for the con-
solidation of any or all of the governmental and corporate functions now 
or hereafter vested in municipal corporations with the governmental and 
corporate functions now or hereafter vested in the counties in which such 
municipal corporations are located; provided, such consolidations shall 
not become effective until submitted to the qualified voters residing 
within the municipal corporation and in the county outside thereof, and 
approved by a majority of those voting within the municipal corporation 
and by a majority of those voting in the county outside the municipal cor-
poration.  
Section 10. A well regulated system of internal improvement is calculated 
to develop the resources of the state, and promote the happiness and 
prosperity of her citizens, therefore it ought to be encouraged by the Gen-
eral Assembly. 
Section 11. There shall be a homestead exemption from execution in an 
amount of five thousand dollars or such greater amount as the General 
Assembly may establish. The General Assembly shall also establish per-
sonal property exemptions. The definition and application of the home-
stead and personal property exemptions and the manner in which they 
may be waived shall be as prescribed by law.  
Section 12. The state of Tennessee recognizes the inherent value of edu-
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cation and encourages its support. The General Assembly shall provide for 
the maintenance, support and eligibility standards of a system of free pub-
lic schools. The General Assembly may establish and support such post-
secondary educational institutions, including public institutions of higher 
learning, as it determines. 
Section 13. The General Assembly shall have power to enact laws for the 
protection and preservation of game and fish, within the state, and such 
laws may be enacted for and applied and enforced in particular counties 
or geographical districts, designated by the General Assembly. 
Section 14. [Repealed.] 
Section l5. No person shall in time of peace be required to perform any 
service to the public on any day set apart by his religion as a day of rest. 
Section 16. The declaration of rights hereto prefixed is declared to be a 
part of the Constitution of the state, and shall never be violated on any 
pretense what-ever. And to guard against transgression of the high powers 
we have delegated, we declare that everything in the bill of rights con-
tained, is excepted out of the general powers of the government, and shall 
forever remain inviolate. 
Section 17. No county office created by the Legislature shall be filled oth-
erwise than by the people or the County Court.  
 

Schedule. 
 

Section 1. That no inconvenience may arise from a change of the Constitu-
tion, it is declared that the governor of the state, the members of the Gen-
eral Assembly and all officers elected at or after the general election of 
March one thousand eight hundred and seventy, shall hold their offices for 
the terms prescribed in this Constitution. Officers appointed by the courts 
shall be filled by appointment, to be made and to take effect during the 
first term of the court held by judges elected under this Constitution. All 
other officers shall vacate their places thirty days after the day fixed for 
the election of their successors under this Constitution. The secretary of 
state, comptroller and treasurer shall hold their offices until the first ses-
sion of the present General Assembly occurring after the ratification of this 
Constitution and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
The officers then elected shall hold their offices until the fifteenth day of 
January one thousand eight hundred and seventy three. 
Section 2. At the first election of judges under this Constitution there shall 
be elected six judges of the Supreme Court, two from each grand division 
of the state, who shall hold their offices for the term herein prescribed. In 
the event any vacancy shall occur in the office of either of said judges at 
any time after the first day of January one thousand eight hundred seventy 
three; it shall remain unfilled and the court shall from that time be consti-
tuted of five judges. While the court shall consist of six judges they may sit 
in two sections, and may hear and determine causes in each at the same 
time, but not in different grand divisions at the same time. When so sitting 
the concurrence of two judges shall be necessary to a decision. The attor-
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ney general and reporter for the state shall be appointed after the elec-
tion and qualification of the judges of the Supreme Court herein provided 
for. 
Section 3. Every judge and every officer of the executive department of 
this state, and every sheriff holding over under this Constitution, shall, 
within twenty days after the ratification of this Constitution is proclaimed, 
take an oath to support the same, and the failure of any officer to take 
such oath shall vacate his office. 
Section 4. The time which has elapsed from the sixth day of May one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty one until the first day of January one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty seven shall not be computed, in any 
cases affected by the statutes of limitation, nor shall any writ of error be 
affected by such lapse of time. 
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